


Automobile Ovwner Award

1963 Avanti powered GT Hawk MNike Gruy 4th, current restored
+-1950 2RS5 Pickup Herdb Vahlberg 5th, late restored

1909 EMF Studebaker Bill Suehs 4th, antique class

1932 Studebaker coupe Ed Varner 2nd, early restored

1951 Bullet Nose David Hall

1962 Daytona Convertible B.B. Holland 4

1963 Avanti - i - Miller Valker ist, current restored

1987 Avanti ’ Frank Letts 3rd, current production

Allow me to editorialize for just a moment. This reporter spent several days
" spying on the competition, and firmly believe that the Hawk, pickup, and ENF
 should have finished at least one place higher. Ed Varner’'s score sheet got
mixed up with the Ford that finiched first, and I believe that there was an
inversion of places. Both the bullet nose and the convertible should have
placed. Miller and Jeri Valker should have received an additional trophy for
taking best in class for an unprecedented third year. Also, a very special
 thank you goes from all of us to Herb Vahlberg. At the last minute, Herb
shined up his pick-up and filled in for the Packard Hawk that did not show. Ve
really do appreciate it, Herb. Lastly, the 1987 actually belongs to Nike
Kelly, but don't tell the AutoRama folks. They might make Frank give the
trophy to Nike.

THE 1086 CHRISTMAS PARTY

All members of both the Studebaker Drivers Club and the Avanti Owners
Association are required to attend. Also, all prospective members have been
invited to this, maybe our best Christmas party ever. There will be plenty of
parking, a dance floor, and no cover charge. K.C. Smith will be providing the
entertainment, and he can do a Perry Como ballad followed by Jan and Dean.
Besides this fine entertainer, the drinks are very reasonable and the
waitresses are nice. Goodies will be catered in for us to snack on, and the
music will not be so loud that you can’'t talk. Latest word from South Bend has
our main man Nike Kelly planning to attend, so be there or be triangular.

A map is included toward the end of this magazine, close to the clue regarding
the silver star containing your initials. Remember, if you don't show, you
won't be in the running for the Avanti we are giving away!

THE NIGHT OF NOVEMBER 30TH

This is not a newly discovered Ayn Rand play, but the headline for a story that
I had hoped to never have to write. ’

At about 9:30 pm on the night of November 30, 1986, our good friend Mike Gruy
posed, holding his AutoRama trophy, in front of his '63 GT Hawk. Jeri Valker
took his picture and recorded for all time this beautiful vehicle and her
all-around good guy owner. MNike left us at the AstroArena and returned to his
family in Sugar Land, arriving shortly after 10 pm. Before going to bed, he
hooked up your run of the mill auto trouble light in the garage, just to keep
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the new puppy warm. He's that kind of a guy, you know. Vhen he left the show
he was tired, and sick with laryngitis, but he wasn't going to hit the rack
until he had taken care of the puppy for the night. ‘

About 11:30 pm on the night of November 30th, Mike and Sue were awakened by an
explosion. = Mike headed for the garage, but couldn’t get in because of the
flames. Sue called a neighbor, alerting them to get the fire department, and
" then evacuvated the boys from the house. Our man Mike was in the back yard,
hooking up the back-wash pump to the pool. Twenty minutes later, and three to
four thousand gallons of water later, the fire department arrived. MNikes quick
thinking had saved the house, and a neighbor boy had rescued their family brand-
x auto. Sue and the boys were all right, and the firemen got the fire put out.

The Hawk was gone. The body panels are buckled and blistered, the glass
exploded, and the tires completely evaporated. MNikes all original 1935 Chevy,
bought pew by his Grandfather, was in the same shape. Many, many tools and NOS
parts were gone. Saddest of all, the puppy could’'nt get out

The sight of the Hawk brought tears to my eyes. It was a sad sight, especially
knowing how beautiful it bhad been earlier that evening of November the 30th.
This is a loss to our clubs and a tragedy for the Gruy's, but friends - thank
your lucky stars. We can always find another pretty Hawk, but we could never,
_ever, replace the Gruy's. i




AVANTI FAIRY REVISITED -

Remember that Harry Dixon over in Monroe, Louisiapa, has a '72 Avanti with
wimpy windshield wipers? Well, Harry, the '87 model has great wipers plus a
pulse setting. If you call up to Avanti Motors (219) 287-0823, I bet they can
fix you up with the necessary parts for the upgrade. I believe that the motor
is Ford and the switch GM, but I can't say for sure. I can say, though, that
they work great. .

AOAI/ACOA MERGER

Somehow, in this day of mega mergers and corporate takeovers, this story got
missed by almost all of the press. Take heart, friends, . your faithful
newshound Fred is on the. job. As of January 1, 1987, the Avanti Club Of
- America  will be ope with the Avanti Owner's Association. This does my heart
goad. Vayne Franscisco is the new president, and Bill Vaterhouse is the new
vice—president. Next time you re-up, the national dues will be $18, and you
will receive the Avanti- Arrow alterpating with the AOAl magazine. This is a
major step forward for the AOAI, and I applaud the move. ,

NEV MEMBERS

Several of our new SDC members have been new members for a few months, but I
don't believe +that they have been acknowledged in our newsletter. Therefcre,‘
let’'s give a big Stude welcome to: Virgil Altwein of Baytown, John Forsythe
of Port UNeches, Charles Hampton of Sugar Land, yd. Vhitney of Houston, and
Michael Baker from Galveston. Thanks for your support. ;

During HNovember the AOAI welcnned two new menbers They are Green Killer (gad,
another member with two last names') with a brown 75, # 2204, and Carl and
Sandra Drew. The Drew's 1live up in Kingwood, and drive a white '85. Green
lives in Vashington, D.C., but has some roots here in Houston. Sorry about the
last name thing, Green, but as much as 1[I pick on memberylillerrvalker, I
thought it was time to spread it around a bit. : :

Velcome aboard to all new nenbers; SDC and AOAI a1ike. Please let up knOW‘*hat
you want that we are not providing, and if you like whnt vwe are doing, you can
let us knuw, also. ,

UICLASSIFIED

Bright red 1987, the one you saw at the AutoRana Less -than 10, 000 miles, and
a real dream. Brand new car at 20% off list. Call Frank Letts at 499-9467 ‘or
241-2982.

Steve Blakeis first new Avanti. (That's the story.) Champagne over tam '74
with the Chevy 400 engine. Reasonable price, great looker. Contact Jack Davis
at (713> 777-9408. ‘

Show winning metallic blue over powder blue '63. Four speed, wires, pampered
beauty. Contact George Ramsey at (713) 522-3806
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MORE DECLASSIFIED

One red '63 Avanti and ome turquoise '63 Avanti. Both automatic with air and
power steering. Contact B.B. Holland at (409) 846-8455. You may be able to
talk him out of the Daytona that was in AutoRama.

CHRISTMAS 1S STILL COKIKG

Turns out, that is why we are baving our annual Christms party. Betcha didn't
know. Anyway, if you are locking for "stuff® for a car nut friend (or
yourself), you can get stuff from the following: L

AutoMotif, Inc.
2068 Atlanta Road
Smyrna, Georgia 30080
(800) 367-1161

On page 13 of their fall/winter catnlogue find item # 6306. It is a perfect
1/43rd scale Avanti in pewter, for (gag) 864 Lots of other neat stuff also.

Studebaker Of California, as usual, has scads of neat stuff. You can call
(QOO),OZ-fS'IUDE and ask for a catalogue. ' :

Sal's 8Sign Stop of North Chicago has neat stuff, also. Call (312) 689-2430.
Among their offerings are parking signs that declare "Studebaker Parking Only”,
.MAvantl Parking Orly”, and street signs that read "Studebaker Street” and

"Avanti Avenue”. The signs are under $20 each and make great novelty items.

Since I seem to. be into free advertising Just now, check out the following
business cards. All are recamle d as "k‘nown 3ood , and one is even a nenber

. - s AUTO
| VY , Ty, c
» e ; €
6\'“'* Automotive Air ”Ibé' Ns M] SSION S ER\’
600 Conditioning Specialist (\o Ho‘ig: ﬁ_l:ﬁoed
.C N. Post Oak Rd. EaiHughes, Jr.
15&2&:::%’?. 77aO55 Oscar Arce (713) 895-9532 ’ ~ One Year Warranty

Complimentry Drink With This Card
Dr. Barbara J. Johnson omp ry

Chiropractor ’ »
d&zw;punwa%/d,
AUSTIN
CHIROPRACTIC CENTER HAPPY HOUR 4-7 P.M.

Complete Chiropractic Care 3205 N. University Dr.
Personal Injury Nacogdoches, TX 75961

Merdian Therapy (409) 560-5441
Comner of University and Austin

11739 Wilcrest
al at S.W. Freeway
+ LIVE ENTERTAINMENT NIGHTLY  (713) 498-9285

Emergency Care
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STUDEBAKER

STORY

What it's Al About .

% ;g;a

. ol wagons for the North during the Civil War and by

Flanders. “20", the Swdebaker-Garlord ~40", and
Studebaker Electrics. By 1913l these models had
been discontinued; being raplaced by four and six-
cylinger: automobiles. S Of which boes just the
Studebaker name. Dwring 1913 Studebaker became
the third largest producer of automobiles in Amer-

The Studebaker Story

The Studebsker story is an epic adventure in
American history. it beganin 1736 and continues 1o
this day. No other h of t i

over-engine trucks, and in 1937 the smooothly con-
toured Coupe-Express pickup premiered. Siude-

- -baker. buiit quality trucks continously from 1930 to

December 1963. The Champ pickup, Transtar gas
iob3 and medium-duly diesels were their last
commercial products.

The Champion. a very ads

smaii car, was

vehicies had'such a glorious heritage. - ica, atter Ford and Ovey At first, sll Studeb
Mer of the Studed famity came to Corp e Production was carried out
America from Sofingen, G yin1736. Forgen- in Detroit, but after the discontinuation of horse-

ions, Studebak or Stutend as they
ware calied in Germany, had been involved in the
blacksmithing trade. Many were producars of fine
cutlery, The members of the family who came to
Amarica brought with them their metal working
cralt. The ability to form metal was essential in the
construclion of early Conestoga wagans. One of
the immigrants, Ciement Studebaker, freportedly

built his first wagon in America sround 1750,
inFebruary 1852, two of Clement’s great grand-
children, Henry and Clememt, opened the H&C
Studebaker biacksmith shop in South: Bend, Indi-
ana. Ouring their first year of operation. ihey built Underastimating the impact of the Great
two horse-drawn farm wagons. in 1853, with the Deprassion, Studebaker's president, Albert
heip ot younger b John M., they tructed Erskine, inadvertently led the corp into
8 sturdy wagon which John provided to a wagon receivership in 1933. Paul Holiman and Harold
train.as his ‘payment for overiand passage 10 the Vance saved the company, but much of Stude-
baker's momentum -had: been lost. Studebaker
tgtgosgancs.gi&.gic:

2 hedin 1929, Co

Because of the Depression, Studebaker had to
sell Pisrce-Arrow in 1933. In the same years they
dropped the Rockne, another small car ventire

drawn vehicle manuf ing in 1920,

production was gradually shifted to South Bend.
Studebakers marketed during the late leens and

sarly twenties used names like Big Six. Special Six,

Light Six and Standard Six, but for the 1927 model

yoar, these “generic” names were discontinued

names were introduced. Alko introduced in. 1927
was & new quality small car calied the Erskine. In

.-6.2.15?3.:339!!8:80.5:@
automobiles.

Catifornia gold fields. From 1853 10- 1858, John
earned a smail fortune in “Hangtown™ (Placerville) . -
making wheeibarrows snd other 100is for the goid
miners. in 1858 John returned 10 South Bend with
his-earnings and invested them in his brothers’
business. The Studebaker brothers built hundreds

and the Prasident, Commander and Diciatormodet i ‘ 1 !
i, tracked personnel and ©argo carrigr that was

1928 Studebaker purchased Pierce-Arrow, a Bul-

int by Studebakerin 1939. The six-cy
Champion proved to be an instant success. it was
30l0 slong with the larger sight-cylinder Prasident

and six-Cylinder Commander. The Dictator name,
for obvious reasons. was dropped at the end of the

1837 mode! year. Popular Studebaker options dur-
ing this period were Overdrive and.the Hill Hokder.

.- During World WacIl, Studebsker produced mit-

itary Wrucks, sircraft angines and the Weasel, a

designed by Studebaker engineers: One version of
the Wease! was amphibious. .

After the war, Stucebaker was the first estab- =
. Hahed automobite compeny 10 come out with all  _gas Economy Runs.

“new styling. The now 1947 Studebakers wars nick-

named:ihe "Which-Way-Are-They-Going™ cars.
since their wrap-around resr windows gave them
simifar front and rear stylings. Convertibies were
again aval in 1947. St had isst mar-
keted 8 convertible in 1939, Postwar convertibles
were 30id from 1947 to 1952 and from 1960 to 1964.
The p design was
addition of & bullel-nosed tront end. This styling

was continued through 1951, Studebaker's Auto-’

matic Drive was brought out in mid-1950, and a
head valve V8 enging was intro-

that Studebaker had launched the previous yesr.
The Rockne was.named in honor of the lamous
Notre-Dame football coachi. Knute Rockne, The
Rockne was, in many ways, a betier car ihiat the

* Originai Erskine, which had been discontinued in
1930, ;

For the 1934 model year, Studebaker introduced

the time the United States was 100 yoars old, the
Studebaker Brothers Manufacturing Company was
the largest producer of horse-drawn vehicles in the
worid. By then, brothers Peter and Jacob were aiso
involved in the company.

Studebaker ent the bite busi n.
1902, when they introduced an electric car. Two
years later. they brought out their. first gasaline
automobile. a two cylinder, 16 horsepower touring
car.

In 1911 the Studebsker Brothers Manulacturing
Company combined with Everitt-Metzger-Flanders
Company of Detroit to form the Studebaker Corpo-
ration. The Corporation produced the EMF =30, the

used off and on by Studebakar from 1934 10 1966,
. - During the thirties, Studebaker made a con-
. certed-effortto.gain a-foothold in the commercial
fruck field. In 1936 they introduced & line of cab-

23rd International. Meef - Estes Park,. Colarado, July 13-17, 1987
; 241h International Meet - South Bend, indiana, Augusi 1.8, 1988

duced in 1951 for the Commander models.

The St Corporati it3.100th
anniversary as a producer.of road vehicles in 1952.
Oldsmobile, cutrently America's oidest automobite
make, will not:ceach its 100th birthday untit 1997.

v 1953 Studebaker brought out the beautiful
low-slung “Loewy Coupes.” They were produced
in Starliner hardtop and Starlight pitlared coupe
form. and have many limes been listed among the
most beautiful cars in ihe worild. Raymond Loewy,
who had directed -Studebaker styling since the
1938 Is;oversaw the dey of the'Star-

liner/Starlight design, sithough the actual styling
was created by Robert Bourke: In 1955 a sponty

pedin 1950 withthe

“an attempt 10 create a sp

version of the “Loswy Coupe.” called the Speedster,
was prod The S 1 Pt was con-
tinued in 1956 with the introduction of the Hawk
line of “family sports cars.” During 1956-58, the top
ling Hawk was called the Goiden Hawk.

Packard, a highty ile com-
pany that produced s first car in 1899, joined forces
with Studebaker in 1954, The resutting Studebaker-
Packard Corporation had a hard lime competing
with the Big Thres (General Motars. Ford Motor

.- money in each of ks irs four years of axistence.

Because of this, the Packard line was discontinued
in1958. The 1957 and 1958 Packards wers actuaity
Studebakers with special interiors and Packard
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nose dive sfter 1950, Studebaker meintained a'

Studebaker wae a cAnstant standout in the Mobii-

I addition 1o the Hawks, Studebaker developed

* stveral new modets during the 1950's. In 1954 the

Conestogs stalion wagon was introduced. in 1955
the President line ret , having b

1ast in 1942. in 1957 2 new economy series cailed
the Scotsman was unveiled, and was fairly suc-
cessiul in 1957 and 1958. Bocause of the Scots-
man’ssuccess and the growing demand for practi-
caltransportation, in late 1958, Studebaker dropped
allits existing automobite madels except the Silver
Hawk_and introduced an all-new. compact line
called the Lark. The Lark project was directed by
Studebaker's president. Harold Churchilt, During
1959 the Lark was extremely successtul. it pro-
duced ihe highest one-year profit Studebaker had
ever had up (0 that time. In 1960, the Big Three
countered with their own compacts and Stude-
baker again found itsel! struggling for survival. In
ier image, Studed
brought oul the Gran Turismo Hawk in 1962 and
introduced the dynamic Avanti for the 1963 mode!
year. The fibsrglass-bodied Avanti, whan fitted
with an i RY-engine. was

:capable c.« 8 true 170 3:3-..! hour. It was the

fastest production car that had ever been built in
America. The Avanti also sported a wind-cheating




aerodynamic design, 8 buill-in roll bar and.caliper
disc brakes, the first brakes of this type used on a
full-sized 3!.0!. !oacn.o:o! 4:.)::..

won ..83-83 own everything .33 g.t:

¢ ol
:o:. 5..-:@. 1979, ’omgiiggg

MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION

BAYOU CITIES CHAPTER

6711 Romona Blvd
- Houston, Texas 77086
1 (magde payadle 10 SDC), o Dues $12.00 Year
32:3 B.xeoas-o.‘- 33:-3-3
ing 1-800-527-3452, Complete this
vvzo-..o:-.&ii’ v-<93.3

by Stud

dent, m:o«tooanouo: andwas 8 ?tce« team
..:oi:.-c.on..oa of Raymond Loewy.

k line was given a flashier image with the
occazo: of the Cruiser in 1961, the Daylona in

fenger ware introduced for the 1964 model yesr.
The 1962-64 Lack stylings and the GT Hawk wers
designed by industrisl designer Brooks Stevens,
the crestor of the current Excalibur motor car.
Early Excaliburs used Studebaker irsmes and sus-
vo:!o: The original prototype was fitted with an

C o: &«. the GT Hawk, the Avanti snd the
new Lark models did not improve Studebaker's
sconomic position. Because ol this, the board of
&..aoaia.oa.o:gsogzs._g

: 1963 and

Corporation was absorbed by the tnﬁ.!- Edison
w.&a&-! .5:.28).:.. which was so

newsietiers and provids assistance in obtaining
paris, gﬁi%%!t&z

area.
in contras! .igu&ggg
i2.3tructured a3 & democracy with s gﬁc_!o.%

.3:‘» -aa._.agggg

or's old home-town. The current Avanti is not a
v.xoc: is actusily a continuation of the original

mgca..!a.oat Nathan Altman and Leo New-

no-ao.ao:vin:n-.a 8 building and all the fix-
3.3-332 !ooeno:"cire!m:no.

8:.8 .:.)Sszos.noao. tion decided to
use Corvette engines, but. the frame. suspension
oa.:c.:gg(oﬂgg_:‘
S used on Studebaker’s Avanil, The Avanti
!e.c‘oaaxx lion was sold 10 Stephen Blake in

dent, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer serve R
one-yesr g!&-ﬂ!&i::gt .

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR $DC

Dalias, Texas 75390

Annual dues are $15.00 ($25.00 overseas). A
litatime membership is available for $250. AN ...
payments must be made in U.S. funds.

e
production in their small assembly plant in Hamil-
1on. Ontario, Canada (Studebakers had also besn
assembed in other pianis outside North America, -
and ware built in Los Angeles from 1936 10.1956).
Only Lark-type vehicies ware assembied in the
n!‘a.!.! nt, 129.-.-39.!83:!.!6.

t Avanti, Hawk and truch production siter
0393.8 1963. Engines lor 1984 Canadian
Studebakers wers !....Smee. o!&.goon.? :
ning with the 1965 model year, Chevrolet-design
engines. which wers assembiad in the Genaral
Motors McKinnon engine plant in St. Catharines,
Ontario, wers used by Studebaker. Profils from the

Hamilton plant were minimal, 0 it was decided to
close it down in Masch 1968. The last Studebeker
: was produced on March 17,1966.

.q:ov:x_en.o:o. the lasi Studebaker did not
mark adelinite end o ..:o§!§§
._...om.ea-c- ker Corporation (the Packard name

3 officially dropped from the corporate title in
g-igggg

8 8«30!3 Clark snd Onan, 30 sithough it did
s alter March 1968, the company car»
..ao: . 56. 8«9.&3-..2!.3:5:8

Oclober 1982, Mr, Biske made & few enginesring
and styling changes. i1n 1983 he dropped the “if”
from the car's name, and in 1985 introduced an
Avanti convertible. In Aprit 1986, the assets of
Avanti Motors were purchased by Michsel Kelly.
The new firm is known as the New Avanti Moior -
0062-.8:!68:55:6 -e!o:o?oz_n.-.
c§§m¢:§§§$5¢2

4:.-.: slement in the Studebaker Story is the
Studebaker Orivers s Club (SDC). Founded in 1962,
SOC is_an international non-profit organization
%33.:.23.2-:9.!&.‘0&@8’
baker vehicles. With more than 10,000
worldwide, st!‘i#‘ti%g

their cars and trucks -ego!.aag-.::a
toning vehicies, not just show pieces.

The annusl SOC internations! Meets often attract
& thousand members and simost s many Stude-
baker vehicies. Many membaers.in Canada and the
U.S. grive their Studebakers thousands of miles 10
atiend these meels, held in s different location
9-: :5:‘ Smaller-z0ne meels sre aiso held
@3ch year in various parts ol the U.S. and Canada.

9308. ....o.!o’!r,!n-. ‘ait.o
-:3:!:.83-38!‘.8. .

:«Szioé!ég v
!-cu::- that t-o...a.- full-color 8..!.-. .3!3

1 _uue...n-on.o-«. .
ly. sach TURNING izmmPu
oo:.a.aa !toca 52 and 68 pages sach month.
Approximately once a year, TURNING WHEELS
inciudes s vsugggasg;
parls suppliers and ftirms that offer specialized
k .

» h some of which sre repro-
ducing a variety of Studebaker parts. in addition,
many original parts are still available from firms
maintaining the Studebaker warehouses in South

mooaeuo!i«‘u.sx«o 7 (U.S. lunds)inthe
U.S. and Canads. and $25.00 oversess. Lile mem- .
berships are also available. Cradit cerd subscrip~ ;.
tions g’i!ﬂ:%gg
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BACK TO THE FUTURE..... 1987 AVA]TI ROLD TBST

Before telling you all about the *87 Avanti, I want to pass along a: semi-cute
story. On my first day back in town from South Bend, I pulled into a
convenience store for a soft drink. As I was about to hop back into the Avanti,
a grizzled old character, who was standing near by sipping a beer, yelled out
to me "hey, boy, your #€x$ Studebaker shore looks purty” to which I replied
"she should, she's a brand new '87". "a #€%$ '87 Studebaker?” he says” I didn't
know they still made the #$%@ thangs-well, I'1l1l be #@%x$x!” As I rolled back the
moon roof and started to pull away, I heard him suttering to himself "A $#0x
brand new Studebaker-$#0% if I ain’ t seen it all”. Naybe he has.

I wus “fortunate enmough to take an '87 Avanti on a long distance road test. The
car pruved itself to be a major improvement over everything I had come to
expect from auto’s with the Avanti name plate. Matter of fact, up until two
weeks ago, ny red '63 was the best auto I had ever driven, and that does
include BMV's and Mercedes. Mike Kelly and friends have gotten rid of all of
the problems that had plagued the marque over the years. There is no more
oversteer, and no slop in the steering. The breaking is smooth but sure. Lock
to lock on the wheel is fast, and there is a slight kick back in the
accelerations. Also, the car no longer changes lanes when you hit a bump. Gas
mileage on the road was in the high 20's and here in town it has yet to drop
below twenty. Also, the seats are comfortable enough for long distance driving
without periodic visits to a chiropractor.

Vhat have they done to get these improvements? Vell, they have put the
craftsmanship back into the manufacture, that's for sure. Beyond that, there
have been significant changes underneath the skin. The frame is now a Budd
frame, much lighter than the old Lark fl“””, but still very strong. The brakes
all around are G.M., as is the suspension, rear end and drive shaft. Under the
hood is the G.N. 305 engine, G.M. power steering, G.M. power brakes, and G.N.
premiun heat/air. Besides the improvements in ride and handling, this should
tell you that the Kelly Avanti is for driving. You will never need to worry
about parts availability or have trouble finding someone to perform service.

The interior 1is definitely 21st century. Finally, this has caught up with the
Raymond Loewy body. As I said, the seats are the most comfortable ever, and
there is now room in the back for people,over four feet tall. The dash/console
is breathtaking, using real knurled wood for instrument bezels. There is
actually air distribution at several spots in the front and, for the first
time, in the back. Everything about this car is first class, and we thank you
Mike Kelly. Vhy would any American ever buy a Jag, Ferrari, or Merce again?

THAT'S JAKE/by Jake Vest

BLIND HOG
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, ’Yeah he looks like a nice guy, but | hear tell
: he owns a foreign car and a cat.’



SDC membars own averything irom horsedrawn
baker wagons 10 iate model Avanii Wy, -
mon: 38 more than 100 loos! chapters in Nor
ica. an affilisted club in Australis and sub- -
....E?a!%szigg, d
Sweden, .:-c::l:riﬁ:!loa!gtﬁ, .

pars, service igngstg

.:og. .o.!’lﬂ!o&uﬁgg
isstructuredass g&i.itf?
tors that is slacted directly by the membership.
mgwgi;g-;;,
v!nn.-l _~§~§§-§§t

ionst SOC officers, called Zone Coordinators
and Regional (i.e.. stale or province) Direclors.™ °
who serve 1o lacilitate communication between
uonoa!n_«g;rq?gi ;
y and Troasurerservy
333- .!a.-!&!ootnta!!ogt .
!!t’-tl-!l!:
-aacl_gl:oa!f .

ancxz_zo;ﬁ!é;
magazing that includes full-color covers, fesiure
srticies, technical lips, meet reports and hundreds

I classifiod ads for Studebsker vehicles, parts and

ign, 8 built-in roli bar and caliper
disc brakes, the first brakes of this typs used on s
full-sized American. production car. The Avanti
project was instigated by Studebaker's new presi-
dent. Sherwood Egbert, and was styled by a leam
under the direction of Raymond Loewy.
TheLark i ine was given a flashier image with the
introduction of the Cruiser in 1961, the Daylona.in
‘8». and the unique sliding-root Wagonaire sta-
tion wagonin 1963, A Lark Commander and Chal-
fenger were introduced for the 1984 ‘model yew.
The 1962-64 Lark stylings and the GT Hawk were.
designed by indusirial designer Brooks Stevens,
the. crestor: of the curfent Excalibur molor car.
= Early Excaliburs used Studebaker irames and sus-
v-:u.oa The original prolotype was fitted with an

1967 it combined with the ic.gg no.voq?

tion. Inthe fallof 1979, the §!
noao‘o..o:!-uogc!!.:-g €

m.ccoe.r!- .o!..o:u > anli, which was 3o
duced: in April. 1962, is still
g!onca!s-;mg pany. in
1965 the Avanti Motor Corp d
ing the Avanti I in South Bend, .sug-.mgr
er's 0ld home: town. ;oae«!sz!ir:o:
.vrn-cc. :n.:-.% Minust
» sa.-:!&r.ozbt. :
man, Snﬁ?a!g.ﬂizvi!ﬂo‘ :
Corporation, purchased 8 building and alil the fix-
tur 8§—oo3§¢t>§.‘sm~§

MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION

RAYOU CITIES CHAPTER
6711 Romona-Blvd
‘. + Houston, Texas 77086
Dues $12.00 Year

Payment may be made by chack ormoney
order {made payadls to SDC). or new
members may use Visa or Mastercharge by
calting 1-800-5§27-3452. Compiste this
application and send.with payment t0:

MESMBERSHIP DIRECTOR $DC

Dallas, Texas 75390

Annual dues 3re $15.00($25.00 overseas) A
litetime membership is availabie for $250. A8 .
payments must be made in U.S. funds. :

c .o:::o.»? the adx!ﬁ the Avanti and the
new Lark models did not improve Studebaker's
i< economic position. Because of this, the board of -
* directors voled 10 close down most of the South
Bend plant in Decomber 1963 and concentiate
.. production in their small assembly plant in Hamit-

" ton, Ontario. Canada (Studebsk.ars had aiso been -
assembed in other plants outside North America,
and were built in Los Angeles from 1936 10 1958).

" Only Lark-type vehicles wers assembied in the
Canadian plant, t:ﬁ:giﬁgg
of Avai .x-!..un.a.. i

0353 the Avanti Motor Corporation decided 1o
use Corvette engines, but the lrame, suspension -
and fibergiass body panels were essentially g
same as used on Studebaker's Avantl. The Avanti
Motor Corporation was 30id 10 Stephen Blake in
October 1962. Mr..Blake made 8 lew engi
!&-i.anog.asﬂzgct..:.
from the.car's name, and in 1985 introduced sn
Avanti convertible; In Aprii 1988, the assets of
Avanti Motors were purchased by Micheel Ketly,
;:l(.:.:t..act:-::oz-t) !&!22

.2 1964 028&-:
Studebakers t!occ.: in South Bend, but begin-
ning with the 1965 model year, Chevrolet-design
engines. which were assembled in the General
Motors McKinnon sngine plant inSt. Catharines,
Ontario, wers used by Studebaker. Profits from the
Hamilton plan! .1293552.8:!858538 o
close it down in March 1968. The last Stud
was produced on March'17, 1966,
The_production of the Iast Studebaker did not.
.marka ggsogag.igﬂtu‘gr
~. The Studsbaker Corparation {the Packard name
was officiaity dropped from the corporate title in
1962).had: acquired numerous subsidiaries, such
83 STP.Gravely. Clark and Onan, 30 sithough i did
not build cars after March 1966, the company car-
o tied on. In :.._u..cau Studabaker !i"..-uon the

gssgaggs.’cﬂ

,_...o. nal alement in the Studebaker Story is the
Studebaker Ou.sn.czmoo_ Founded in 1962,
SOC is sn international non-profit-organization
dadicated to the preservation and use of Stude-
baker vehicles. With more than 10,000
it'ls one of the largest single-marque

old car clubs in the world, Members of SOC restore
_ their cars and.irucks 30 they can be used as func-
gi:r.to :23«.-.8&!!89

] Sec-:c members and aimost as many m.:ao
baker vehicles. Many members in Canada and the
U.S. drive their. Studebakers thousands of miles to
atlend these mests, haid in a dilterent location
sach summer. Smaller zone mests sre also heid
each year in various parts of the U.S. and Canada

. each TURNING WHEELS
containg c!iun-asvuoooi:;
Approximately once 8 yesr, TURNING WHEELS
includes a Parts and Sarvice Directory Nsting major
u!.u !.vo.t; -a fiems that oier g

-oato.t!o:lci‘?
!xo.mtooa-r! parts. in addition,
many. o:o.:-. parts are stili available trom firms
.:!:i::n.:nm.g!t!gt.g

SIATE . _ 2P

SOURCE OF REFERRAL

moncSa!.u.aS.!S- 7 (U.S. funds)inthe
U.S. and.Canada, and $25.00 oversess. Lile memy .
berships are aiso available: Credit card subscrip- ;.
tions oo:co:ta-!g!o%gg. e

Piease kst up 10 Fve of your Siudabalers.
] MANE MODEL 00T TYPE
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BACK TO THE FUTURB.....1987‘AVA1TI ROAD TEST

Before telling you all about the '87 Avanti, I want to pass along a semi-cute
story. On my first day back in town from South Bend, 1 pulled into a
convenience store for a soft drink. As I was about to hop back into the Avanti,
a grizzled old character, who was standing near by sipping a beer, yelled out
to me "hey, boy, your #@%$ Studebaker shore looks purty” to which I replied
»she should, she's a brand new '87”. "a #€x$ '87 Studebaker?” he says"” I didn't
know they still made the #$%@ thangs-well, I'1l be #@x$Xx!” As I rolled back the
moon roof and started to pull away, I heard him muttering to himself "A $#€X
brand new Studebaker-$#€% if I ain’'t seen it all”. Maybe he has.

1 was fortunate enough to take an ’'87 Avanti on a long distance road test. The
car - prdvéda‘itself to be a major improvement over everything I had come to
expect from auto's with the Avanti name plate. Matter of fact, up until two
‘weeks ago, my red '63 was the best auto I had ever driven, and that does
include BM¥'s and HMercedes. Nike Kelly and friends bhave gotten rid of all of
the problems that had plagued the marque over the years. There is no more
oversteer, and no slop in the steering. The breaking is smooth but sure. Lock
to lock on the wheel is fast, and there is a slight kick back in the
accelerations. Also, the car no longer changes lanes when you hit a bump. Gas
mileage on the road was in the high 20's and here in town it has yet to drop
below twenty. Also, the seats are comfortable enough for long distance driving
without periodic visits to a chiropractor.

Vhat bhave they done to get these improvements? Vell, they have put the
craftsmanship back into the manufacture, that’s for sure. Beyond that, there
have been significant changes underneath the skin. The frame is now a Budd
frame, ‘much lighter than the old Lark frame, but still very strong. The brakes
all around are G.M., as is the suspension, rear end and drive shaft. Under the
hood is the G.M. 305 engine, G.M. power steering, G.M. power brakes, and G. N
premium heat/air. Besides the improvements in ride and handling, this should
tell you that the Kelly Avanti is for driving. You will never need to worry
about parts availability or have trouble finding someone to perform service.

The interior is definitely 21st century. Finally, this has caught up with the
Raymond Loewy body. As I said, the seats are the most comfortable ever, and
there is now room in the back for people over four feet tall. The dash/console
is breathtaking, using real knurled wood for instrument bezels. There is
actually air distribution at several spots in the front and, for the first
time, in the back. Everything about this car is first class, and we thank you
Mike Kelly. Vhy would any American ever buy a Jag, Ferrari, or Merce again?

AN

BLIND HOG, =AR

THAT'S JAKE/by Jake Vest
L i e, i

Page - 8- |

""Yeah, he looks like a nice guy, but | hear tell
: he owns a foreign car and a cat.’
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send $25 and the Houston Chapter will file both memberships

Home Phone:
Avanti # 1
Year:

menber,

Name:

City:
Color:
VIE

National membership is a requirement for local membership.

for you.

national




o SKIDOO*i

RS\)P LY xz w

499-9467
AMl -2982

cﬂP N BeAWN'S
= BURGURDYS

Goto #2,

SDC/AOAT
CHRI‘STﬁ{S PARTY

SATURDAY DECEMBERTHE 20%h S
9:00 PM LNTTL FRED GETS ARRESTED |
bu. rg uméj s

“739 WIlc rest at Soa‘aUes{ ﬁewﬂ

, AL 498-9285 When Lest |
YRR o Poge -11- O UKLD




/ Asr— .

HOUSTON CHAPTER A.0.A.,

13102 Naples Lane
Stafford, Texas 77477
(713) 499-9467

FIRST CLASS

" HEADLINER

BAYOU CITIES CHAPTER
15811 Rippling Water
Houston, Texas 77084
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13102 Naples Lare |
Stafford, Texas 77477
(713) 499-9467

FIRST CLASS

HEADLINER

‘BAYOU CITIES CHAPTER
15811 Rippling Water
‘Houston, Texas 77084
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DON'T Mrss our 1986 PARTY
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